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Abstract: The  site Gradi �te is a typi cal  hi ll for t with int ens ity of  living from  the  Bronz e 
Age . Already  in the  Lat e Bronz e Age , the  settlement  whi ch be longe d to the  Brnj ica cul tur e 
was destroyed and a strong fortiýcation was build. Due to its location, at the border zone 
between North, East and South Balkan, the culture developed there was under inþuence 
both by Dardanians, Tribalians, Thracians and South Paeonian tribes.

Key words: Transitional period, Iron Age, Channelled pottery, Pottery decorated with 
false cord, Pottery decorated with rectangular impressions, Pļinja culture group, Darda-
nians, Paeonians, Thraco-Tribalian complex 

Aʧʩʪʨʘʢʪ: ʃʦʢʘʣʠʪʝʪ ɻʨʘʜʠʰʪʝ ʿʝ ʪʠʧʠʯʥʦ ʫʪʚʨʹʝˁʝ ʢʦʿʝ ʿʝ ʙʠʣʦ ʠʥʪʝʥʟʠʚʥʦ 
ʥʘʩʝˀʝʥʦ ʿʦʰ ʫ ʙʨʦʥʟʘʥʦʤ ʜʦʙʫ. ʋ ʢʘʩʥʦʤ ʙʨʦʥʟʘʥʦʤ ʜʦʙʫ, ʥʘʩʝˀʝ ʙʨˁʠʯʢʝ ʢʫʣʪʫʨʝ 
ʿʝ ʫʥʠʰʪʝʥʦ, ʧʦʩʣʝ ʯʝʛʘ ʿʝ ʜʦʙʠʣʦ ʿʘʢʫ ʬʦʨʪʠʬʠʢʘʮʠʿʫ. ɿʙʦʛ ˁʝʛʦʚʦʛ ʧʦʣʦʞʘʿʘ ʥʘ 
ʛʨʘʥʠʮʠ ʠʟʤʝʹʫ ʩʝʚʝʨʥʦʛ, ʠʩʪʦʯʥʦʛ ʠ ʿʫʞʥʦʛ ɹʘʣʢʘʥʘ, ʢʫʣʪʫʨʘ ʢʦʿʘ ʩʝ ʦʚʜʝ ʨʘʟʚʠʣʘ 
ʙʠʣʘ ʿʝ ʧʦʜ ʫʪʠʮʘʿʝʤ ʜʘʨʜʘʥʩʢʠʭ, ʪʨʠʙʘʣʩʢʠʭ, ʪʨʘʯʢʠʭ ʠ ʿʫʞʥʦʧʝʦʥʩʢʠʭ ʧʣʝʤʝʥʘ.

ʂˀʫʯʥʝ ʨʝʯʠ: ʧʨʝʣʘʟʥʠ ʧʝʨʠʦʜ, ʛʚʦʟʜʝʥʦ ʜʦʙʘ, ʢʘʥʝʣʦʚʘʥʘ ʢʝʨʘʤʠʢʘ, ʢʝʨʘʤʠʢʘ ʫ-
ʢʨʘʰʝʥʘ ʣʘʞʥʠʤ ʰʥʫʨʦʤ, ʢʝʨʘʤʠʢʘ ʫʢʨʘʰʝʥʘ ʧʨʘʚʦʫʛʣʠʤ ʦʪʠʩʮʠʤʘ, ʧʯʠˁʩʢʘ ʢʫʣ-
ʪʫʨʥʘ ʛʨʫʧʘ, ɼʘʨʜʘʥʮʠ, ʇʝʦʥʮʠ, ʪʨʘʢʦ-ʪʨʠʙʘʣʩʢʠ ʢʦʤʧʣʝʢʩ
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The site Gradiġte near Pelince in Macedonia is situated on the left 
bank of the river Pļinja, only 5 km from the Serbian border, at the contact 
point between the small river Bistrica and Pļinja (Maps 1, 2).  It is a hill 
fort (Fig. 1), and it was subject of small scale archaeological investigations 
for a last two decades (ɻʝʦʨʛʠʝʚ 1991, 91ï101; ɬʝʦʨʺʠʝʚʩʢʠ 1992, 51ï
68; ʊʨʘʿʢʦʚʩʢʘ 1998, 5ï30).  In its close vicinity is another well known 
site ï the Early Bronze Age ñsanctuaryò Dve Mogili (ʊʨʘʿʢʦʚʩʢʘ 1995; 
1999, 47ï61; 2003, 289ï297).

The excavations conducted at the site, although very limited, of-
fered basic information about horizontal and vertical stratigraphy. We can 
conclude that at the south half of the site, the rock appears very shallow, at 
only 1m depth (trenches II, III and XIV/08). On the other side, on the north 
half of the site, the rock appears at more than 2 m depth, so the intensity of 
living is much larger there.

Map 1. The Pļinja Valley
ʂʘʨʪʘ 1. ɼʦʣʠʥʘ ʇʯʠˁʝ
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The site is located in 
the vicinity of the meeting 
point of two very important 
roads ï the ýrst one, which 
is following the valley of 
Pļinja, is connecting South 
Morava valley with Pļinja, 
and therefore, the Vardar 
valley; and the other one is 
following the bank of Kriva 
Reka, connecting this region 
with Southwestern Bulgaria 
(the Strymon/Struma re-
gion). This is the reason why 
this site appears as a contact 
zone between the cultures 
that existed at all historical 
periods on the south of the 
Balkan Peninsula. 

Map 2. The location of the site
ʂʘʨʪʘ 2. ʇʦʣʦʞʘʿ ʣʦʢʘʣʠʪʝʪʘ

Fig. 1. Plan of the site
ʉʣ. 1. ʇʣʘʥ ʣʦʢʘʣʠʪʝʪʘ
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Few chance ýnds of roman coins, speaks that even in the Roman 
period, a small part of the hill was in use for living. However, the ýrst ar-
chaeologically conýrmed horizon of habitation is the early antique horizon 
(VIïV B.C.) Majority of pottery from this horizon belongs to the group 
known as early antique grey ware (Pl. I/1ï11). This wheel-made type of 
pottery can be found on a large area ï from Macedonia (ʉʦʢʦʣʦʚʩʢʘ 1993, 
141ï148; ɸʪʘʥʘʩʦʚʘ ʠ ʂʘʨʧʫʟʦʚʘ 2006, 115ï139; Stokke 2009, 12ï13) to 
Southern Serbia (ʄʠʢʫʣʯʠ˂ ʠ ɱʦʚʘʥʦʚʠ˂ 1968, ʊ. XIïXVIII; Vukmanoviĺ 
i Popoviĺ 1982, 20 ï202; ɸʥʪʠ˂ ʠ ɹʘʙʠ˂ 2005, 213ï227; Popoviĺ 2003, 
197ï215; 2005, 166ï167; 2006, 528; 2007, 131; 2009, 141ï153), Eastern 
Kosovo (Daġiĺ 1957, T. III 1; T. IV 1, 2; Srejoviĺ 1973, pl. III, ýg. 5ï7, 9; 
ĥuriĺ 1970, 291), and Southwestern Bulgaria (ʏʘʥʛʦʚʘ 1981, 82ï94). 

Most of the pottery forms belongs to the large vessels with rims 
curved to the outside (Pl. I/1), cups with þat rim (Pl. I/4, 5), bowls with þat 
or curved to the inside rim, sometimes with dents on it (Pl. I/6, 9, 11). The 
ornamentation is minimal, with plastic ribs under the rim or on body (Pl. 
I/3, 10), and rarely, with stamped tear-like ornaments (Pl. I/8). One of the 
fragments has rectangular imprints, typical for hand-made poterry from 
the Iron Age period (Pl. I/7). It`s usefull to point that, among the wheel 
made grey wares, the hand made pottery with the Iron Age ornaments was 
still in use.

According to analogies with the other sites, we can determine this 
material in the V c. B.C.

Smaller traces of house walls, build with stone are discovered in 
this horizon. They look modestly comparing with the buildings from Gra-
disteïKnezje (Matthews and Neidinger 2011, 15ï17) or  KaleïKrsevica 
(Popoviĺ 2006, 523ï526),  but again, they donôt need to be necessarily 
identiýed as house-rooms, since we donôt have any traces of oven or col-
umn foundations. 

Under this layer, few fragments of wheel made, ocher or red pottery 
was discovered. Mostly of those pieces are decorated with engraved, wave-
like lines (Pl. I/12).  Contemporary with them is a fragment which belongs 
to the so-called lower Vardar mat ï painted pottery (Pl. I/13) (ʄʠʪʨʝʚʩʢʠ 
1997, 119). Most of the pottery with this type of decoration is found in 
Gevgelia-Valandovo region (ʄʠʪʨʝʚʩʢʠ 1997, ʩʣ. 31). A few examples 
are discovered as a deposition in the necropolises along the Bregalnica 
river (ʄʠʪʨʝʚʩʢʠ 1997, 121). So far, the fragment from Pelince is the 
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northernmost ýnd of lower Vardar mat ï painted pottery, which is a typical 
pottery among the Paeonian communities on the south, dated in the second 
half of the VI c.  B.C.

Following the stratigraphy of the site, the previous horizon is the 
Iron Age horizon (VII c.B.C, HaC). Most common pottery shapes for this 
horizon are handmade bowls, often with smooth and solid surface, and 
with rims curved to the inside (Pl. II/3, 10, 11), large storage jugs (Pl. II/4, 
5, 7), portable cooking vessels (pyranoi), kantharoid cups (Pl. II/8) and all 
the other representatives of house pottery. Most of the handles are horizon-
tal, with circular proýle (Pl. II/7), but there are few examples of vertical, 
triangular perforated handles (Pl. II/9). On some of the bowls, trapezoid 
handles on the rim also appears (Pl. II/11). Dominating ornaments for this 
period are rectangular impressions without groove (Pl. II/6, 7, 10, 11), 
made with special ceramic tool with tooth. This type of ornamentation is 
most recognizable for the Iron Age in the NE Macedonia (ɻʘʨʘʰʘʥʠʥ ʠ 
ɻʘʨʘʰʘʥʠʥ 1959, 35, ʩʣ. 1ï3, 11ï12, 48; ʄʠʢʫʣʯʠ˂ 1959, ʩʣ. 6; ɻʝʦʨʛʠʝʚ 
1991, 94, 96, sl. 1, 2, 4; 1992, 109, 114, ʩʣ. 3ï4; 1994, 21ï23, T. II), S 
Serbia ï Vranje ï Bujanovac region, south of Grdelica (Vukmanoviĺ and 
Popoviĺ 1982, 204ï206; Bulatoviĺ  2009, 63), Eʘst Kosovo (ņuriĺ 1970, 
281ï303) and the Upper Struma region ï Pernik (ʄʠʭʘʡʣʦʚ 2006, ʊ. V, 1, 
2, 4ï6, 8, 10ï11, T. VI, 2, 12).
Another type of ornament is half-moon impression (Pl. II/3), appearing 
later than the previous (VIIïVI c.B.C.). The half-moon ornament is at-
tested on the same territory where rectangular impressions are located 
(ɻʘʨʘʰʘʥʠʥ ʠ ɻʘʨʘʰʘʥʠʥ 1959, 35; ʄʠʢʫʣʯʠ˂ 1959, ʩʣ. 9; ɻʝʦʨʛʠʝʚ 
1994, 23ï26; ɹʫʣʘʪʦʚʠ˂ 2007, T. LXXII, 4; T. LXXXI, 5; T. LXXXII, 21) 
but it can be found at Raskopanica ï Plovdiv (Detev 1981, 147, ýg. 58), 
Malkoto Kale ï Varna (ɼʦʤʘʨʘʜʩʢʠ ʠ ʜʨ. 1992, 36, obr. 17d), and Velika 
Morava valley (Stojiĺ 1986, 52), as well.

Two fragments decorated with so-called tremolo lines, typical for 
the late phase of Basarabi culture or so-called Laniste II ï Basarabi (Stojiĺ 
1986, 101ï102) are also found in this layer (Pl. II/1, 2). This type of pot-
tery can be found on a wide area north from Grdelica, but it also appears in 
SW Serbia ï Buġtranje, and Northern Macedonia ï Volkovo (Stojiĺ 2001, 
185ï191). So far, on none of the site dated in the VII century in the Pļinja 
or Bregalnica Valley, the tremolo pottery isnôt found, so, besides ýnds from 
Volkovo (Skopje), this is southernmost region with this examples. 
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Few fragments are also unknown for this region ï they are deco-
rated with engraved geometrical motives, mostly parallel horizontal and 
vertical lines that frame triangles (Pl. II/4, 5).  Majority of the pottery (es-
pecially the large, black plates) are channeled and facetted, horizontally or 
vertically (Pl. II/10). 

So far, not a single foundation of the house from this period is dis-
covered, although there is a large amount of house pottery.

The Early Iron Age horizon (IX ï VIIIc. B.C., HaB1 ï HaB3)  is 
recognizable through bowls with inverted rims (Pl. III/1ï3), jugs with rims 
curved to the outside (Pl. III/8), pyranoi, jugs with diagonally cut spout 
(Pl. III/4) etc. Almost 90 % of the fragments are ornamented with rows of 
rhomboid impresions in the groove - the fals cord ornament (Pl. III/3ï5). 
The fals cord is stamped on the inner side of the rims, the handles, the 
neck, and on the body of the dishes. Chronologically, it appears before the 
rectangular impressions, but it will be widely accepted, and it will be in 
use through the whole Iron Age (ɻʝʦʨʛʠʝʚ 1994, 18ï21). 

There are fragments decorated with features that are untypical for 
this region. First, there are two fragments with ĂSñ stamps (Pl. III/1, 2), 
common for the classical Bassarabi pottery (Czybora 2005, 33ï34, with 
bibliography), previously noticed on the neighboring iron age sites ï   Vel-
ja Strana ï Rugince and Blidez ï Vrazogrnce, Kratovo region (ɻʝʦʨʛʠʝʚ 
1992, 105ï118; 1993, 85, T. I, 1, 2). This type of decoration is very rare 
in the area south of Lower South Morava valley, but there are few ýnds 
from the region of Vranje (ɹʫʣʘʪʦʚʠ˂ 2007, T. V, 32, 37, 43, 44),  and itôs 
well attested at Pernik also (Mʠʭʘʡʣʦʚ 2005, 23, ʊ. III, 6; T. V, 14, 15; T. 
VI, 6, 16). Another type of ornament is connecting Pelince with Pernik ï 
it is a so called ýsh-bone decoration (Mʠʭʘʡʣʦʚ 2005, 23, T. III, 1), here 
in combination with encrusted triangles and/or horizontal channels (Pl. 
III/6ï8).  Until now, this type of ornaments was unknown for the territory 
of R. Macedonia, and they are lacking in the South Morava valley and 
Eastern Kosovo also. It is attested in the area of Southwestern Bulgaria 
(Pernik, Galabnik), but the chronology is different ï the Late Bronze Age 
for Galabnik (ɻʝʦʨʛʠʝʚʘ 2003, 164, T. III, 11) and the Iron Age for Krakra, 
Pernik. At Pelince, all of the fragments are from a single layer, contempo-
rary with the ĂSñ stamps, and therefore, they are from the Early Iron Age. 

There are remains of houses from this layer, with rectangular 
shapes, stone walls with plaster from the inside, and columns with circular 
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stone foundation for better support. 
Beneath it, thereôs beginning to appear a soil mixed with ashes and 

traces of ýre. It is obvious that the settlement under this layer was de-
stroyed. Above the destroyed settlement, fragments of inverted facetted 
rims (Pl. IV/6, 7), sometimes ornamented with oval stamps (Pl. IV/1, 2), 
smaller vessels decorated with engraved lines and impressed circles (Pl. 
IV/3), horizontal handles with impressed circles (Pl. IV/4) and large dishes 
with incised elongated triangles (Pl. IV/5) are the only ýnds.

This horizon is preserved mostly on the north half of the site, close 
to its edges, and always mixed with ash. No building foundations have yet 
been discovered.

The previous horizon is very thin, preserved sporadically, and it 
canôt be followed through the whole area. Very indicative for the chronol-
ogy of the layer are ĂSñ proýled bowls and Ănippleñ handles (Pl. V/1) , 
large dishes with diagonally cut rim and ýnger imprints imitating channels 
(Pl. V/2), � kneeñ handles with a fan-like broadening at the top (Pl. V/12) 
and rims with ring on the inner part ï the brnjica type of rims (Pl. V/3). The 
ornaments are engraved triangles ýlled with large, oval imprints (Pl. V/4, 
5), incised triangles (Pl. V/6ï8) and groups of vertically and horizontally 
incised lines (Pl. V/9, 11). 

The ýnds from this layer have been dated in the Early Bronze Age, 
as a result of a conclusion that the people who were using the nearby sanc-
tuary lived on the plateau of the hill (ɻʝʦʨʛʠʝʚ 1991, 93; ɬʝʦʨʺʠʝʚʩʢʠ 
1992, T. VIII, 1ï4; ʊʨʘʿʢʦʚʩʢʘ 1998, 8). But, the brnjica type of rims, 
ĂSñ proýled bowls and the decoration speaks that all of the ýndings from 
this layer are from the Late Bronze Age (ʉʪʦʿʠ˂ 2001, ʊ. I, 10, 18ï22; 
ɹʫʣʘʪʦʚʠ˂ 2005, ʊ. I, 4, 8; T. II, 1, 3; 2007, T. IV, 26), which doesnôt mean 
that we should not expect the Early Bronze Age horizon to be unearthed 
somewhere on the site. 

As a conclusion, the oldest conýrmed settlement on the Gradiste 
hill can be dated in the late bronze age. According to the typical pottery 
shapes, it can be included in the so-called brnjica cultural group (Brnjica 
IB according to Stojiĺ; BrD ï HaA1 according to Reinecke). The settle-
ment was destroyed in a ýre, which resulted with building fortiýcations in 
the next period. The defensive tumulus and a row were added on its east-
ern side, which is connected with the surrounding hills, and therefore, it is 
the most vulnerable point.  Above the oldest settlement, the new one was 
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build, with a majority of channeled pottery with northern origin,1 and this 
data allows us to include this site in to the group of the other late bronze 
age sites who were destroyed in the migration period ï HaA

2
 (ɹʫʣʘʪʦʚʠ˂ 

2007, 38ï41). But, the habitation continued, and we ýnd the ýrst orna-
ments with oval stamps and elongated triangles on the adopted shapes of 
northern origin, together with the evaluated autochthones shapes. That is 
an occurrence typical for the most of the sites from the transitional period 
in the South Morava and Pļinja Basin (Bulatoviĺ 2009, 61ï62).

The Early Iron Age is recognizable by the domination of stamped 
pottery ï mostly with false cord, but sometimes, a different ornaments 
were used ï the ĂSñ stamps and Ăýsh-boneñ stamps.  The false cord orna-
ment is common among the most of the Early Iron Age sites in the North-
east Macedonia, Southern Serbia and Western Bulgaria (see above), but 
the other two ornament types are lacking in the region of Upper Vardar, 
Pļinja and Bregalnica Basin. 

The iron age is represented with variety of pottery shapes, deco-
rated with rectangular imprints and half-moon stamps. The fragments with 
tremolo lines can be dated in the second half of the VII c. B.C., before the 
ýrst wheel-made examples, decorated in the manner of Lower Vardar pot-
tery.

In the early antique horizon, the gray pottery with hellenized and 
autochthones shapes is dominating. Since there arenôt ýnds from the Hel-
lenistic period (IV ï III c. B.C.), we believe that at the beginning of the 
second half of the IV century, the settlement was abandoned. 

A few years ago, there was a theory that all of the LBA/IA sites 
along the Upper South Morava and Pļinja Basin, on which identical de-
velopment of pottery shapes and ornamentation as at Pelince were noticed, 
should be threatened as a single cultural group ï Pļinja group (Bulatoviĺ 
2009, 57ï82). We believe that in this group, most of the sites from Bregal-
nica Basin and Ovce Pole should be included as well, since there is identi-
cal evolution of pottery shapes and ornaments in the EAE and IA period2 
(ɻʝʦʨʛʠʝʚ 1994, 15ï31; Nacev 2009, 34ï36). However, the fragments with 
ĂSñ stamps, ýsh-bone ornaments and the tremolo lines clearly shows inþu-
ence from the Basarabi culture. Only the future excavations will show us 

1 Type Gava-Belegis II, or, more correctly, channeled pottery type from Iron Age Ib of the 
Morava Culture (Stojiĺ 1986, 90ï92; Bulatoviĺ 2009, fn. 9).
2 The transitional period is still unknown for this area.
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whether those contacts came from the north (following the South Morava 
Basin) or there was a penetration from the east, along the Kriva Reka and 
Dragovistica valley, and did those incursions had an ethnic implications 
for the region.

Speaking about the ethnicity of Pļinja cultural group, there are 
three different opinions: the bearers were Dardanians, Paeonians (Agri-
anes) and Thraco-Tribalian mixture.

The Dardanian theory is based on the similar evolution of the 
stamped and engraved pottery and the later appearance of the grey ware 
on the territory were, in LBA, the Brnjica cultural group (created by the 
proto-dardanians) had its evolution (Srejoviĺ 1973, 62 ff; Stojiĺ 2003, 
119ï142; Tasiĺ 2003, 39ï62; 2003a: 69; Bulatoviĺ 2009, 64ï66). We be-
lieve that, as ýrst, it is almost impossible to connect the settlers of the 
Pļinja region from the LBA with the Dardanians mentioned in the IVïIII 
c. B.C., since there is an almost one millennium gap (for the historical 
sources about Dardanians, see: Papazoglu 1969, 104ï208). At that period, 
probably none of the Brnjica group settlements remains untouched from 
the foreign incursions, especially in the migrations that followed in the 
transitional period (ɹʫʣʘʪʦʚʠ˂ 2009, 102ï104). The adopted pottery of 
northern origin speaks that many of those tribes, on their way to south, 
stayed here for a long time, and there must have been an ethnic implica-
tions as well, that lead to a disintegration of the previous culture (ʃʘʟʠ˂ 
2008, 53ï74). As second, the pottery decorated with the rectangular im-
prints is registered on a wide territory - NE Macedonia, Southern Serbia 
and Kosovo and SW Bulgaria, a territory which does not corresponded 
with the descriptions that we have about the Dardanians. And, as third, 
the period when the Dardanians will be mentioned in the antique sources 
for the ýrst time as the inhabitants of this region and hostile neighbors of 
Paeonians (Polyaenus IV: 12,3) and Thracian Maedi (Strabo VII. 5.7) -i.e. 
IV c. B.C., correspond with the abandonment of the sites that were in use 
through the whole LBA, transitional and Iron Age period (ɬʝʦʨʺʠʝʚʩʢʠ 
1993, 56; ʄʠʢʫʣʯʠ˃ 1982, 20ï21; ɻʝʦʨʛʠʝʚ 1991, 101). 

The archaeological excavations carried out in the region where 
Brnjica cultural group was attested could give us similar conclusions as 
well. If we assume that the spiritual culture is much more indicative than 
the material culture, then the different types of burials registered in the 
Pļinja valley and Vranje-Bujanovac region ï inhumation under tumuli 
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or þat necropolises (ʉʘʥʝʚ 1966; ʊʨʘʿʢʦʚʩʢʘ 1994, 19, ʩʣ. 4; ɹʫʣʘʪʦʚʠ˂ 
1996ï1997, 5ï14; ʉʪʘʥʢʦʚʩʢʠ 2006, 93ï114; 2008, 135ï152) and the 
ones registered on Kosovo ï cremation (ʊʘʩʠ˂ 1999, 172ï184; Luci 2007, 
347ï359) is another argument that there was at least two different cul-
tural groups in the pointed region (Bulatoviĺ 2009, 64; Stojiĺ 2006, 73ï
84).  As a contrast to the tumuli burials in Strnovac (ʉʪʘʥʢʦʚʩʢʠ 2008, 
135ï152), stands, almost contemporary, the cremations from Hipodrom, 
Skopje (Mitrevski 1994, 115ï124) and the cremations from Western Ne-
cropolis at Stobi3 (ʄʠʪʨʝʚʩʢʠ 1997, 313). But, again, except the burial 
ritual of cremation (which is common for the Central European Urnýeld 
culture), there are no typological features of the Brnjica material culture4. 
This speaks that, so far, there is a big lack of arguments for including the 
communities from Pļinja and Upper Vardar region among the bearers of 
the Brnjica cultural group, and thus, connected them with the Dardanians.

The ethnicity from the Pļinja region was identiýed with Peonians  
as well (Hammond 1972, 82ï83; ʉʦʢʦʣʦʚʩʢʘ 1990, 9ï35; ʄʠʪʨʝʚʩʢʠ 
1997, 194ï196; Petrova 1999, 67ï71; Garaġanin 1997, 44ï45) . Some of 
the scholars are going further, and indentiýed the tribe as Agrianes. The 
ancient sources are single voiced in locating the tribe of Agrianes in the 
Upper Struma region, that is, at its source (Strabo VII. Frg. 36, 37; Thy-
cidides II. 96.3). But, for almost 20 years, the western boundaries of the 
territory of the Agrianes has been located near the source of Vardar, at NW 
of Macedonia, and as a result of this opinion, all the territories between 
those two river-sources (including the Pļinja region) are ascribed to Agri-
anes (ʉʦʢʦʣʦʚʩʢʘ 1990, 9ï35; ɻʝʦʨʛʠʝʚ 1992, 94, 95; ʉʦʢʦʣʦʚʩʢʘ 1995, 
37, 38; ʄʠʪʨʝʚʩʢʠ 1997, 194ï196; Petrova 1999, 61; ʉʦʢʦʣʦʚʩʢʘ 2005, 
137; 2011, 215ï245). As a main argument, the fragment 36 of well known 
Geogr aphy  of Strabo, book VII, is used, in which, according to scholars, 
Strabo strictly says that not only the source of Strymon, but the source of 
Axius (Vardar) is on the territory of Agrianes. But, actually, Strabo only 
states that ĂNot only the Axius þows out of the country of the Paeonians, 
but also the St rymon , for it þows out of the country of the Agr iane s through 
that of the Medi and Sinti and empties into the parts that are between the 
Bisaltae and the Odomantesñ (Strabo VII, Fr. 36). Therefore, the territory 
of Northern Macedonia was never attested as the homeland of Agrianes, 

3 Notice their position on the main Balkan communication.
4 No brnjica type of rims, or bi-conical extensions on the handles are among the ýnds.



17

D. Gjorgjievski                                           Cultural Stratigraphy of the Site Gradiġte near Pelince...

and knowing almost nothing about the Iron Age and Early Antique period 
at the area of Vardar source (Polog region), the attribution of those territo-
ries to Paeonians should be treated with caution. 

Still, there are enough arguments for presupposing the Peonian 
ethnicity in the Pļinja region. It is obvious that in the Iron Age, the same 
cultural manifestations visible at Bregalnica (Astibo) region (which, in the 
early antique period is attested as Paeonian area) are recognizable in the 
whole NE Macedonia, including Pļinja valley. As ýrst, the common burial 
ritual of inhumation under tumuli or þat necropolises (Mʠʪʨʝʚʩʢʠ 1997, 
87ï96), the presence of macedonian (paeonian) cult bronzes (ʄʠʪʨʝʚʩʢʠ 
1988, 83ï103) and the priestess burials (Mitrevski 2007, 563ï583; Te-
mov 2007, 657ï667), the presence of Lower Vardar matt painted pottery, 
the coins of Derones (ʇʝʪʨʦʚʘ 1994, 9ï16; Mʠʪʨʦʚʠ˂ 2005, 59ï87), the 
implement of the Doric order on the buildings (ʄatthews and Neidinger 
2011, 15ï17) and other common manifestations of the civilization seems 
enough to include those tribes in the northern Paeonian koine. Moreover, 
there is continuity in the evolution of the pottery shapes and ornamenta-
tion, along with the burial ritual from Eʘrly Iron Age to the period when 
the independent Paeonians from Thucydides (II. 96 seq.) description of 
Sitalkes` invasion of Macedonia in 429 B.C., appears beyond the upper 
þow of Strymon , i.e. in the Ovce Pole and Bregalnica region. Those re-
gions, as we saw, have similar features with the sites from Pļinja valley, 
and were part of the same cultural group.  

The Thraco-Tribalian theory is based on a previously published 
materials with ñSò stamps, a type of decoration that is typical for the so-
called Bassarabi culture (ɻʝʦʨʛʠʝʚ 1992, 116, 117; 1993, 81ï96; 1994, 
17, 18). New founds of the same type from Pelince and Vranje region, 
as well as the tremolo pottery discovered at Pelince and Volkovo, speaks 
that Bassarabi inþuence is not an isolated case, and, at least, its speaks of 
developed contacts with the Thraco-Tribalian  region. This connections 
continued in the early antique period as well, since we have a distribution 
of the so called Thracian ýbulae in the Pļinja valley ï Makreġ (ɻʝʦʨʛʠʝʚ 
1991, 97, ʩʣ. 6/10) and Katlanovo (ʈʠʩʪʦʚ 1999, 113ï134).5  Whether 
those contact resulted with a mixing of ethnicity in the NE Macedonia 

5 Another two examples of this type of unknown provenance are in the museum of Ku-
manovo (unpublished). For the western penetration of Thracian ýbulae, see Vasiĺ 2000, 
13ï20.
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region, as Z. Georgiev concluded almost 20 years ago, should be a matter 
of future investigations. 
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ɼʝʿʘʥ ʉ. ɫʦʨʹʠʝʚʩʢʠ
ʅʘʮʠʦʥʘʣʥʘ ʫʩʪʘʥʦʚʘ ʄʫʟʝʿ ʂʫʤʘʥʦʚʦ
ʈʝʧʫʙʣʠʢʘ ʄʘʢʝʜʦʥʠʿʘ

ʂʋʃʊʋʈʅɸ ʉʊʈɸʊʀɻʈɸʌʀɱɸ ʃʆʂɸʃʀʊɽʊɸ ɻʈɸɼʀʐʊɽ ʋ 
ɹʃʀɿʀʅʀ ʉɽʃɸ ʇɽʃʀʅʎɸ, ʈɽʇʋɹʃʀʂɸ ʄɸʂɽɼʆʅʀɱɸ

ʈʝʟʠʤʝ

ɻʨʘʜʠʰʪʝ ʢʦʜ ʩʝʣʘ ʇʝʣʠʥʮa ʿʝ ʥʘʿʩʝʚʝʨʥʠʿʠ ʤʘʢʝʜʦʥʩʢʠ ʣʦʢʘ-
ʣʠʪʝʪ, ʩʘʤʦ 5 km ʫʜʘˀʝʥ ʦʜ ʩʨʧʩʢʝ ʛʨʘʥʠʮʝ. ʅʘʣʘʟʠ ʩʝ ʥʘ ʜʝʩʥʦʿ ʦʙʘʣʠ 
ʇʯʠˁʝ, ʫ ʙʣʠʟʠʥʠ ʨʘʩʢʨʰ˂ʘ ʜʚʝ ʚʝʦʤʘ ʚʘʞʥʝ ʪʨʘʩʝ ï ʿʝʜʥʝ, ʢʦʿʘ ʧʨʝ-
ʢʦ ʜʦʣʠʥʝ ʇʯʠˁʝ ʧʦʚʝʟʫʿʝ ɺʨʘˁʩʢʦ-ʙʫʿʘʥʦʚʘʯʢʠ ʨʝʛʠʦʥ ʩʘ ʜʦʣʠʥʦʤ 
ɺʘʨʜʘʨʘ, ʠ ʜʨʫʛʝ, ʢʦʿʘ ʩʧʘʿʘ ʩʝʚʝʨʥʝ ʦʙʣʘʩʪʠ ʈʝʧʫʙʣʠʢʝ ʄʘʢʝʜʦʥʠʿʝ 
ʩʘ ʟʘʧʘʜʥʦʤ ɹʫʛʘʨʩʢʦʤ (ʢʘʨʪʝ 1ï2, ʩʣ.1). 

ʅʘʿʩʪʘʨʠʿʠ ʘʨʭʝʦʣʦʰʢʠ ʧʦʪʚʨʹʝʥ ʭʦʨʠʟʦʥʪ ʥʘ ʣʦʢʘʣʠʪʝʪʫ ʧʦ-
ʪʠʯʝ ʠʟ ʢʘʩʥʦʛ ʙʨʦʥʟʘʥʦʛ ʜʦʙʘ. ɺʝʦʤʘ ʿʝ ʦʰʪʝ˂ʝʥ ʢʘʩʥʠʿʠʤ ʫʢʦʧʠʤʘ ʠ 
ʥʝ ʤʦʞʝ ʩʝ ʩʘʛʣʝʜʘʪʠ ʫ ʮʝʣʠʥʠ. ʇʨʝʤʘ ʤʘʣʦʤ ʙʨʦʿʫ ʥʘʣʘʟʘ (ʊ. V), ʦʯʠʛ-
ʣʝʜʥʦ ʿʝ ʜʘ ʧʨʠʧʘʜʘ ʙʨˁʠʯʢʦʿ ʢʫʣʪʫʨʠ (ɹʨˁʠʮʘ II, BrD ï HaA1) ʠ ʜʘ ʿʝ 
ʩʪʨʘʜʘʦ ʫ ʿʝʜʥʦʤ ʪʘʣʘʩʫ ʤʠʛʨʘʮʠʿʝ ʥʦʩʠʣʘʮʘ ʢʘʥʝʣʦʚʘʥʝ ʢʝʨʘʤʠʢʝ.

ʇʦʩʣʝ ʨʫʰʝˁʘ ʘʫʪʦʭʪʦʥʦʛ ʥʘʩʝˀʘ, ʠʟʛʨʘʹʝʥʠ ʩʫ ʫʪʚʨʹʝˁʝ ʠ 
ʦʜʙʨʘʤʙʝʥʠ ʨʦʚ ʩʘ ʪʫʤʫʣʦʤ ʥʘ ʠʩʪʦʯʥʦʿ ʩʪʨʘʥʠ. ʅʘʣʘʟʠ ʠʟ ʧʨʝʣʘʟʥʦʛ 
ʧʝʨʠʦʜʘ ʥʠʩʫ ʜʦʚʦˀʥʠ ʜʘ ʩʝ ʠʟʛʨʘʜʠ ʙʦˀʘ ʩʪʨʘʪʠʛʨʘʬʩʢʘ ʩʣʠʢʘ; ʠʧʘʢ, 
ʦʯʠʛʣʝʜʥʦ ʿʝ ʜʘ ʿʝ ʥʘ ʩʣʦʿʫ ʧʝʧʝʣʘ ʢʦʿʠ ʧʦʢʨʠʚʘ ʭʦʨʠʟʦʥʪ ʠʟ ʢʘʩʥʦʛ 
ʙʨʦʥʟʘʥʦʛ ʜʦʙʘ ʧʨʠʩʫʪʥʘ ʢʘʥʝʣʦʚʘʥʘ ʢʝʨʘʤʠʢʘ (T. IV/6, 7), ʢʦʿʘ ʿʝ ʩʧʦ-
ʨʘʜʠʯʥʦ ʫʢʨʘʰʘʚʘʥʘ ʦʚʘʣʥʠʤ ʫʙʦʜʠʤʘ (T. IV/1ï4), ʘ ʟʘʪʠʤ ʠ ʫʙʦʜʠ-
ʤʘ ʫ ʚʠʜʫ ʩʠʪʥʠʭ ʠʟʜʫʞʝʥʠʭ ʪʨʦʫʛʣʦʚʘ (HaA2 ï HaB1) (T. IV/5), ʜʘ ʙʠ 
ʚʝ˂ ʫ ʨʘʥʦʤ ʛʚʦʟʜʝʥʦʤ ʜʦʙʫ (HaB1 ï HaB3) ʜʦʤʠʥʘʥʪʘʥ ʤʦʪʠʚ ʧʦʩʪʘʦ 
ʣʘʞʥʠ ʰʥʫʨ (T. III/3ï5), ʘʣʠ ʩʝ ʿʘʚˀʘʿʫ ʠ ʜʨʫʛʠ  ʞʠʛʦʩʘʥʠ ʤʦʪʠʚʠ: S 
(T. III/1, 2) ʠ ʤʦʪʠʚ ʨʠʙˀʝ ʢʦʩʪʠ (T. III/6ï8). ʉʪʘʨʠʿʘ ʬʘʟʘ ʛʚʦʟʜʝʥʦʛ 
ʜʦʙʘ (HaC) ʦʙʝʣʝʞʝʥʘ ʿʝ ʫʧʦʪʨʝʙʦʤ ʢʝʨʘʤʠʢʝ ʫʢʨʘʰʝʥʝ ʧʨʘʚʦʫʛʘʦ-
ʥʠʤ ʦʪʠʩʮʠʤʘ ʫ ʥʠʟʫ, ʙʝʟ ʞʣʝʙʘ (T. II/6, 7, 10, 11), ʘ ʢʘʩʥʠʿʝ ʩʝ ʿʘʚˀʘʿʫ 
ʠ ʜʨʫʛʠ ʤʦʪʠʚʠ ï ʧʦʣʫʤʝʩʝʯʘʩʪʠ ʞʠʛʦʚʠ (T. II/3) ʠ ʪʨʝʤʦʣʦ ʢʝʨʘʤʠʢʘ 
(T. II/1, 2).

ʊʦʢʦʤ VI ʚʝʢʘ ʧ.ʥ.ʝ. ʿʘʚˀʘʿʫ ʩʝ ʠ ʧʨʚʝ ʧʦʩʫʜʝ ʠʟʨʘʹʝʥʝ ʥʘ ʚʠ-
ʪʣʫ, ʫʢʨʘʰʝʥʝ ʫ ʤʘʥʠʨʫ ʜʦˁʦʚʘʨʜʘʨʩʢʝ ʪʨʘʢʘʩʪʦ ʙʦʿʝʥʝ ʢʝʨʘʤʠʢe (T. 
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I/13), ʜʘ ʙʠ ʚʝ˂ ʫ V ʚʝʢʫ ʧ.ʥ.ʝ. ʩʠʚʘ ʢʝʨʘʤʠʢʘ ʧʦʩʪʘʣʘ ʜʦʤʠʥʘʥʪʥʘ (T. 
I/1ï11). ɿʙʦʛ ʥʝʜʦʩʪʘʪʢʘ ʥʘʣʘʟʘ ʢʦʿʠ ʙʠ ʩʝ ʤʦʛʣʠ ʜʘʪʦʚʘʪʠ ʫ IVïIII ʚʝʢ 
ʧ.ʥ.ʝ., ʤʦʞʝʤʦ ʟʘʢˀʫʯʠʪʠ ʜʘ ʩʝ ʞʠʚʦʪ ʥʘ ʦʚʦʤ ʤʝʩʪʫ ʪʘʜʘ ʟʘʚʨʰʠʦ.

ʇʨʝʛʣʝʜ ʨʘʟʚʦʿʘ ʢʝʨʘʤʠʢʝ ʠ ʥʘʯʠʥʘ ˁʝʥʦʛ ʫʢʨʘʰʘʚʘˁʘ ʧʦʢʘ-
ʟʫʿʝ ʜʘ ʩʝ ɻʨʘʜʠʰʪʝ ʤʦʞʝ ʫʚʨʩʪʠʪʠ ʫ ʪʠʧʠʯʥʝ ʣʦʢʘʣʠʪʝʪʝ ʧʯʠˁʩʢʝ 
ʢʫʣʪʫʨʥʝ ʛʨʫʧʝ. ʀʩʪʦʨʠʿʩʢʠ ʠʟʚʦʨʠ ʩʫ ʦʩʢʫʜʥʠ ʫ ʧʦʛʣʝʜʫ ʦʧʠʩʘ ʦʚʝ 
ʨʝʛʠʿʝ, ʧʘ ʿʝ ʩʢʦʨʦ ʥʝʤʦʛʫ˂ʝ ʟʘʢˀʫʯʠʪʠ ʢʦ ʩʫ ʙʠʣʠ ʥʦʩʠʦʮʠ ʦʚʝ ʢʫʣʪʫ-
ʨʝ. ʃʦʢʘʣʠʪʝʪ ʿʝ ʥʘ ʛʨʘʥʠʮʠ ʠʟʤʝʹʫ ʧʝʦʥʩʢʠʭ, ʜʘʨʜʘʥʩʢʠʭ ʠ ʪʨʘʯʢʠʭ 
ʧʣʝʤʝʥʘ, ʯʠʿʠ ʩʫ ʫʪʠʮʘʿʠ ʦʯʠʛʣʝʜʥʠ.
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Pl. I Wheel made pottery
T. I ʂʝʨʘʤʠʢʘ ʨʘʹʝʥʘ ʥʘ ʚʠʪʣʫ
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Pl. II Iron Age pottery
T. II ʂʝʨʘʤʠʢʘ ʠʟ ʛʚʦʟʜʝʥʦʛ ʜʦʙʘ
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Pl. III Early Iron Age pottery
T. III ʂʝʨʘʤʠʢʘ ʠʟ ʨʘʥʦʛ ʛʚʦʟʜʝʥʦʛ ʜʦʙʘ
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Pl. IV Pottery of the Transitional period
T. IV ʂʝʨʘʤʠʢʘ ʠʟ ʧʨʝʣʘʟʥʦʛ ʧʝʨʠʦʜʘ
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Pl. V Late Bronze Age pottery
T. V ʂʝʨʘʤʠʢʘ ʠʟ ʢʘʩʥʦʛ ʙʨʦʥʟʘʥʦʛ ʜʦʙʘ
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ɸʧʩʪʨʘʢʪ: ʋ ʨʫʜʘʨʩʢʦʿ ʦʙʣʘʩʪʠ ʥʘ ʧʣʘʥʠʥʠ ʂʦʩʤʘʿʫ ʦʪʢʨʠʚʝʥ ʿʝ ʤʝʨʤʝʨʥʠ ʧʦʨʦ-
ʜʠʯʥʠ ʥʘʜʛʨʦʙʥʠ ʩʧʦʤʝʥʠʢ ʫ ʦʙʣʠʢʫ ʰʢʦˀʢʝ. ʃʠʢʦʚʠ ʞʝʥʝ, ʤʫʞʘ ʠ ʜʝʯʘʢʘ ʧʨʠʢʘʟʘ-
ʥʠ ʩʫ ʫ ʩʪʠʣʫ ʨʠʤʩʢʝ ʫʤʝʪʥʦʩʪʠ ʩ ʢʨʘʿʘ III ʚʝʢʘ, ʘ ʥʘʢʠʪ ʢʦʿʠ ʦʥʠ ʥʦʩʝ ʩʫ ʫʦʙʠʯʘʿʝʥʝ 
ʬʦʨʤʝ ʫʢʨʘʩʘ ʠʟ ʪʦʛ ʧʝʨʠʦʜʘ. ʉʫʜʝ˂ʠ ʧʦ ʝʧʠʛʨʘʬʩʢʦʤ ʤʘʪʝʨʠʿʘʣʫ ʠʟ ʨʫʜʘʨʩʢʠʭ 
ʦʙʣʘʩʪʠ ʥʘ ʧʣʘʥʠʥʘʤʘ ɸʚʘʣʠ ʠ ʈʫʜʥʠʢʫ, ʤʦʛʫ˂ʝ ʿʝ ʜʘ ʿʝ ʥʘ ʦʚʦʤ ʩʧʦʤʝʥʠʢʫ ʧʨʝʜʩʪʘ-
ʚˀʝʥ ʉʠʤʧʣʠʮʠʿʝ, ʧʨʦʢʫʨʘʪʦʨ ʪʝ ʨʫʜʘʨʩʢʝ ʪʝʨʠʪʦʨʠʿʝ, ʩʘ ʩʚʦʿʦʤ ʧʦʨʦʜʠʮʦʤ.  

ʂˀʫʯʥʝ ʨʝʯʠ: ʥʘʜʛʨʦʙʥʠ ʩʧʦʤʝʥʠʢ ʫ ʦʙʣʠʢʫ ʰʢʦˀʢʝ, ʨʠʤʩʢʠ ʧʝʨʠʦʜ, ʨʫʜʘʨʩʢʘ ʪʝ-
ʨʠʪʦʨʠʿʘ, ʧʨʦʢʫʨʘʪʦʨ ʨʫʜʥʠʢʘ, ɻʦʨˁʘ ʄʝʟʠʿʘ, ɼʦˁʘ ʇʘʥʦʥʠʿʘ

Abstract: In the village Stojnik, in the region of the great Roman mines of lead and silver 
on Kosmaj, was discovered one tombstone in the shape of a shell. On it are represented 
a woman, a man, and, under him, a boy. En face representations of all three ýgures have 
the characteristics of the portrait art of the second half of the 3rd century. Judging by epi-
graphic material from mining regions on the mountains Avala and Rudnik, it is possible 
that on this tombstone is represented the procurator of mines Simplicius with his family.

Key words: Shell shape family tombstone, Roman period, mining region, procurator of 
mines, Upper Moesia, Lower Pannonia

1 ʆʚʘʿ ʯʣʘʥʘʢ ʿʝ ʨʝʟʫʣʪʘʪ ʨʘʜʘ ʥʘ ʧʨʦʿʝʢʪʫ ʈʦʤʘʥʠʟʘʮʠʿʘ, ʫʨʙʘʥʠʟʘʮʠʿʘ ʠ ʪʨʘʥʩʬʦʨʤʘʮʠʿʘ 
ʫʨʙʘʥʠʭ ʮʝʥʪʘʨʘ ʮʠʚʠʣʥʦʛ, ʚʦʿʥʦʛ ʠ ʨʝʟʠʜʝʥʮʠʿʘʣʥʦʛ ʢʘʨʘʢʪʝʨʘ ʫ ʨʠʤʩʢʠʤ ʧʨʦʚʠʥʮʠʿʘʤʘ ʥʘ 
ʪʣʫ ʉʨʙʠʿʝ, ʄʠʥʠʩʪʘʨʩʪʚa ʧʨʦʩʚʝʪʝ, ʥʘʫʢʝ ʠ ʪʝʭʥʦʣʦʰʢʦʛ ʨʘʟʚʦʿʘ ʈʝʧʫʙʣʠʢʝ ʉʨʙʠʿʝ (ʆʀ, 
ʙʨ. 177007).
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 ʆʙʨʦʥʮʠ ʧʣʘʥʠʥʝ ʂʦʩʤʘʿʘ, ʦʢʦ 35 km ʿʫʞʥʦ ʦʜ ɹʝʦʛʨʘʜʘ 
(Singidunum), ʙʦʛʘʪʠ ʩʫ ʛʘʣʝʥʠʪʦʤ, ʩʨʝʙʨʦʥʦʩʥʦʤ ʨʫʜʦʤ ʦʣʦʚʘ ʠ 
ʛʚʦʞʹʘ, ʰʪʦ ʿʝ ʿʦʰ ʫ ʧʨʦʪʦʠʩʪʦʨʠʿʩʢʦʤ ʧʝʨʠʦʜʫ ʫʩʣʦʚʠʣʦ ʨʫʜʘʨʩ-
ʢʝ ʘʢʪʠʚʥʦʩʪʠ ʫ ʦʚʦʿ ʨʝʛʠʿʠ (ʢʘʨʪʘ 1). ʋ ʊʨʘʿʘʥʦʚʦ ʚʨʝʤʝ ʢʦʩʤʘʿʩʢʠ 
ʨʫʜʥʠʮʠ ʜʦʙʠʿʘʿʫ ʥʘʟʠʚ Metalli Ulpiani ʠ ʧʦʩʪʘʿʫ ʩʥʘʞʘʥ ʝʢʦʥʦʤʩʢʠ 
ʮʝʥʪʘʨ, ʦʜ ʚʝʣʠʢʝ ʚʘʞʥʦʩʪʠ ʟʘ ʎʘʨʩʪʚʦ. ʊʨʘʛʦʚʠ ʨʠʤʩʢʦʛ ʨʫʜʘʨʩʪʚʘ 
ʧʨʦʥʘʹʝʥʠ ʩʫ ʥʘ ʧʦʚʨʰʠʥʠ ʦʜ ʦʢʦ 5 kmĮ, ʠʟʤʝʹʫ ʜʘʥʘʰˁʠʭ ʩʝʣʘ ʉʪʦʿ-
ʥʠʢʘ, ɻʫʙʝʨʝʚʮʘ, ɹʘʙʘ ʠ ʇʘʨʮʘʥʘ. ʎʝʥʪʘʨ ʦʚʝ ʨʫʜʥʠʯʢʝ ʦʙʣʘʩʪʠ ʙʠʦ 
ʿʝ ʉʪʦʿʥʠʢ, ʨʠʤʩʢʠ Demmessus, ʫ ʢʦʿʝʤ ʿʝ ʙʦʨʘʚʠʦ ʫʧʨʘʚʥʠʢ ʨʫʜʥʠʢʘ, 
ʛʜʝ ʩʫ ʩʝ ʥʘʣʘʟʠʣʘ ʩʢʣʘʜʠʰʪʘ ʦʣʦʚʘ ʠ ʩʨʝʙʨʘ, ʢʘʦ ʠ ʢʘʩʘʨʥʝ ʢʦʭʦʨʪʝ 
II Aurelia Nova, ʢʦʿʘ ʿʝ ʦʙʝʟʙʝʹʠʚʘʣʘ ʪʨʘʥʩʧʦʨʪ ʨʫʜʝ ʫ ʈʠʤ (Duġaniĺ 
1976, 95ï120). ʋʧʨʘʚʦ ʫ ʦʢʦʣʠʥʠ ʦʚʦʛ ʧʨʠʚʨʝʜʥʦ-ʘʜʤʠʥʠʩʪʨʘʪʠʚʥʦʛ 
ʮʝʥʪʨʘ, ʧʦʯʝʪʢʦʤ XX ʚʝʢʘ ʦʪʢʨʠʚʝʥ ʿʝ ʥʘʜʛʨʦʙʥʠ ʩʧʦʤʝʥʠʢ ʫ ʦʙʣʠʢʫ 
ʰʢʦˀʢʝ, ʜʠʤʝʥʟʠʿʘ 80 x 69 cm. ʋ ʫʥʫʪʨʘʰˁʦʩʪʠ ʰʢʦˀʢʝ ʨʝˀʝʬʥʦ ʩʫ 
ʧʨʝʜʩʪʘʚˀʝʥʝ ʙʠʩʪʝ ʪʨʠ ʯʣʘʥʘ ʧʦʨʦʜʠʮʝ. ʋ ʛʦʨˁʝʤ ʨʝʜʫ ʩʫ ʞʝʥʘ ʠ, 
ʤʘʣʦ ʠʩʧʨʝʜ ˁʝ, ʤʫʰʢʘʨʘʮ, ʘ ʥʝʰʪʦ ʥʠʞʝ, ʠʩʧʨʝʜ ʤʫʰʢʘʨʮʘ, ʩʤʝʰʪʝ-
ʥʦ ʿʝ ʧʦʧʨʩʿʝ ʜʝʯʘʢʘ. ʅʘ ʜʦˁʝʤ ʜʝʣʫ ʩʧʦʤʝʥʠʢʘ ʥʘʣʘʟʠ ʩʝ ʧʣʠʥʪʘ ʟʘ 
ʫʩʘʹʠʚʘˁʝ (ɺʫʣʠ˂ 1931, 9; Mano-Zisi 1954, 22; ɻʘʨʘʰʘʥʠʥ 1954, 61, 
ʩʣ. 33; Popoviĺ 1987, cat. 205; ʇʠʣʠʧʦʚʠ˂ 2009, 20ï21, ʩʣ. 2).

ʂʘʨʪʘ. 1. ʇʦʣʦʞʘʿ 
ʨʫʜʘʨʩʢʦʛ ʨʝʛʠʦʥʘ 
ʥʘ ʂʦʩʤʘʿʫ
Map 1. Position of 
mining region on 
Kosmaj
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ʀ. ʇʦʧʦʚʠ˂                                   ʇʦʨʦʜʠʯʥʠ ʥʘʜʛʨʦʙʥʠ ʩʧʦʤʝʥʠʢ ʩʘ ʂʦʩʤʘʿʘ ʠ ʉʠʤʧʣʠʮʠʿʝ...

 ʇʦʨʦʜʠʯʥʠ ʥʘʜʛʨʦʙʥʠ 
ʩʧʦʤʝʥʠʢ ʫ ʦʙʣʠʢʫ ʰʢʦˀʢʝ 
(ʩʣ. 1) ʦʪʢʨʠʚʝʥ ʿʝ ʥʘ ʦʙʨʦʥ-
ʮʠʤʘ ʂʦʩʤʘʿʘ, ʜʘʢʣʝ ʫ ʙʣʠʟʠ-
ʥʠ ʛʨʘʥʠʮʝ ʧʨʦʚʠʥʮʠʿʝ ɻʦʨˁʝ 
ʄʝʟʠʿʝ ʩʘ ɼʘʣʤʘʮʠʿʦʤ. ʇʨʠ-
ʧʘʜʘ ʪʠʧʫ ʩʣʦʙʦʜʥʦ ʩʪʦʿʝ˂ʠʭ 
ʤʝʜʘˀʦʥʘ, ʧʦʨʝʢʣʦʤ ʠʟ ʀʪʘ-
ʣʠʿʝ, ʘ ʥʘʣʘʞʝʥʠ ʫ ʚʝʣʠʢʦʤ 
ʙʨʦʿʫ ʫ ʅʦʨʠʢʫ ʠ ɻʦʨˁʦʿ ʇʘ-
ʥʦʥʠʿʠ, ʛʜʝ ʩʫ ʚʝ˂ʠʥʦʤ ʜʘʪʦ-
ʚʘʥʠ ʫ II ʚʝʢ (Schober 1923, 
126; Hudeczek 2004, 53ï60, 
Nr. 30ï34).2 ʋ IIïIII ʚʝʢʫ, ʦʚʘʿ 
ʦʙʣʠʢ ʥʘʜʛʨʦʙʥʠʭ ʩʧʦʤʝ-
ʥʠʢʘ ʩʝ ʧʨʦʰʠʨʠʦ ʥʘ ɼʦˁʫ 
ʇʘʥʦʥʠʿʫ ʠ ɼʘʣʤʘʮʠʿʫ, ʪʝ ʩʝ 
ʠ ʥʘʣʘʟ ʩʘ ʂʦʩʤʘʿʘ ʤʦʞʝ ʧʦ-
ʩʤʘʪʨʘʪʠ ʫ ʩʚʝʪʣʫ ʦʚʠʭ ʧʨʦ-
ʮʝʩʘ. ɺʘʨʠʿʘʥʪʘ ʦʚʠʭ ʩʧʦʤʝ-
ʥʠʢʘ, ʯʠʿʘ ʿʝ ʦʚʘʣʥʘ ʧʦʚʨʰʠ-
ʥʘ ʨʝˀʝʬʥʦ ʦʙʨʘʹʝʥʘ ʫ ʚʠʜʫ 
ʰʢʦˀʢʝ, ʤʘˁʝ ʿʝ ʟʘʩʪʫʧˀʝʥʘ 
ʫ ʥʘʣʘʟʠʤʘ ʠʟ ɼʦˁʝ ʇʘʥʦʥʠʿʝ3 ʠ ɻʦʨˁʝ ʄʝʟʠʿʝ,4 ʘ ʫ ʥʝʰʪʦ ʠʟʤʝˁʝʥʦʿ 
ʬʦʨʤʠ, ʫ ʚʝ˂ʦʿ ʤʝʨʠ ʩʝ ʧʦʿʘʚˀʫʿʝ ʫ ʩʝʚʝʨʥʦʿ ɼʘʢʠʿʠ (ŝeposu-Marinescu 
1982, 32, cat. 2, 5, 10, 11, 14, 16, 25, 28). ʂʘʦ ʰʪʦ ʫʧʦʨʝʜʥʘ ʘʥʘʣʠʟʘ 
ʥʘʜʛʨʦʙʥʦʛ ʩʧʦʤʝʥʠʢʘ ʩʘ ʂʦʩʤʘʿʘ ʠ ʦʥʠʭ ʠʟ ʦʢʦʣʠʥʝ ʉʠʨʤʠʿʫʤʘ ʧʦʢʘ-
ʟʫʿʝ, ʠʜʝʿʥʘ ʨʝʰʝˁʘ ʟʘ ʨʝʘʣʠʟʘʮʠʿʫ ʦʚʠʭ ʩʧʦʤʝʥʠʢʘ ʫ ʩʝʚʝʨʥʦʤ ʜʝʣʫ 
ɻʦʨˁʝ ʄʝʟʠʿʝ ʧʦʪʠʯʫ ʠʟ ʩʫʩʝʜʥʠʭ ʦʙʣʘʩʪʠ ʫ ɼʦˁʦʿ ʇʘʥʦʥʠʿʠ, ʰʪʦ 
ʧʦʪʚʨʹʫʿʝ ʚʝ˂ ʫʦʯʝʥʦ ʿʝʜʠʥʩʪʚʦ ʦʚʠʭ ʪʝʨʠʪʦʨʠʿʘ ʪʦʢʦʤ IIïIII ʚʝʢʘ ʫ 
ʢʫʣʪʫʨʥʦʤ, ʝʢʦʥʦʤʩʢʦʤ ʠ ʚʦʿʥʦʤ ʧʦʛʣʝʜʫ (Popoviĺ 2009, 128ï132).            

2 ʅʘʣʘʟʠ ʠʟ ʅʦʨʠʢʘ ʠ ʇʘʥʦʥʠʿʝ ʧʫʙʣʠʢʦʚʘʥʠ ʩʫ ʫ ʦʢʚʠʨʫ ʝʜʠʮʠʿʝ Corpus Signorum 
Imperii Romani, ¥sterreich I/3, II/2, 6, III/1ï3; Ungarn I, VII; VIII.
3 ʋ ʦʢʦʣʠʥʠ ʉʠʨʤʠʿʫʤʘ ʥʘʹʝʥʘ ʩʫ ʜʚʘ ʥʘʜʛʨʦʙʥʘ ʩʧʦʤʝʥʠʢʘ ʦʚʦʛ ʪʠʧʘ, cf. Dautova-
Ruġevljan 1983, 64ï65, T. 7/2ï3.
4 ʆʩʠʤ ʫ ʉʪʦʿʥʠʢʫ, ʥʘʜʛʨʦʙʥʠ ʩʧʦʤʝʥʠʢ ʫ ʦʙʣʠʢʫ h ʢʦˀʢʝ ʩʣʫʯʘʿʥʦ ʿ ʝ ʥʘʹʝʥ ʠ ʫ ʉʤʝ-
ʜʝʨʝʚʫ (Vinceia),  cf. ʇʘʚʣʦʚʠ˂ 1972, 61; ʇʠʣʠʧʦʚʠ˂ 2009, 19ï20, ʩʣ. 1.

ʉʣ. 1. ʅʘʜʛʨʦʙʥʠ ʩʧʦʤʝʥʠʢ ʫ ʦʙʣʠʢʫ ʰʢʦˀ-
ʢʝ, ʂʦʩʤʘʿ (ʜʦʢʫʤʝʥʪʘʮʠʿʘ ʅʘʨʦʜʥʦʛ ʤʫʟʝʿʘ, 
ɹʝʦʛʨʘʜ)  
Fig. 1. Tombstone of shell shape, Kosmaj (doc-
umentation of National Museum, Belgrade)
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